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Welcome BPRO Members!!



Legislative Day
Time to Be Prepared!!
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and inspire to win hearts, minds and votes of elected officials.

Today- BPRO will look to educate our members so that we are prepared to identify,
educate and inspire those that represent us. We will also learn how we can
advocate for our profession and the citizens of Virginia that we serve.



According to the Legislative Advocacy Guide
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In all of your interactions with policymakers and staff remember these key points:

Be positive and nonpartisan. Legislators are turned
off by threatening or argumentative advocacy. NEVER
threaten a legislator (| won't vote for you if you don't
support this legislation.”)! It is important not to alienate

your legislator because you may need his/her support on

later issues.

Be personal. Visits are better than letters or emails.
Personal letters and emails are better than form letters.
Sharing your personal experiences and concerns during
a visit or in a letter/email will make your message more
compelling. Also, when you meet with your legislator,
ask if he or she prefers email, fax or postal mail. Be sure
to communicate using the method he or she prefers.

Be persistent and patient. Building a relationship with
your legislator takes time. Also, on many issues it may
take several years to pass legislation.

Stay on message. Focus your visit, letter, or email on
one topic. Use separate communications for different
topics. During a visit, work to return to your topic if the
legislator changes the subject.

Never give inaccurate information. It is far better
to tell a legislator, “| don't know, but | will find out and
get back to you.” Your credibility (and the legislator’s
if he/she uses your information) is at stake. Be sure to
follow up with the complete information.

Relax. Advocacy does not have to be complex or in-
timidating — it's simply you exercising your right as a citi-
zen and having a conversation to express your views to
the person elected to represent you. You do not need
to be an expert. Just share your concerns and values,
knowing that your views as a voter are important to
your legislator.


https://vakids.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/Voices-Advocacy-Guide-2016-PAGES.pdf

Knowing the Process

How does our Government Work In Virginia?

How does a Bill Become a Law?



A Delegate, as requested by constituents,
prepares to introduce legislation. (For example:
Permitting the governing bodies of localities to
prohibit the sale and use of certain fireworks)

«

The Delegate then explains exactly the proposal
he/she has in mind to a staff attorney in the
Division of Legislative Services. A staff attorney
checks existing law and the constitutionality
of the proposed legislation.

&

The bill is then drafted by the Division of
Legislative Services. Draft copies of the bill are
made and delivered to the Delegate.

©

The Delegate signs his/her name on the bill
and introduces it by laying the original and
duplicate copies on the desk of the Clerk of the
House of Delegates.

«

The bill is ordered printed and referred by
the Speaker to the appropriate Standing
Committee. (The House of Delegates has 14
Standing Committees and the Senate has 11
Standing Committees.)

&

The members of the Committee on Counties,
Cities and Towns-in public session-study,
discuss, and vote on the bill.

How a Bill Becomes a Law in Virginia
Bills may originate in either the House of Delegates or the Senate.

The Committee then reports (“approves”)
the bill, without amendments, to the House of

Delegates.

First Reading: The bill title is printed in the
Calendar (the daily printed agenda of business)
or is read by the Clerk of the House of

Delegates.

Second Reading: The next day the bill title appears
in the House Calendar. Bills are considered in the
order in which they appear in the Calendar. The
Clerk of the House of Delegates reads the title

of the bill.

A bill on second reading is amendable. The bill
is explained by its patron (Delegate), who answers
any questions that may be asked. By voice vote,
the House of Delegates votes to engross the bill
and pass it to its third reading.

A bill that has passed the second reading with
or without amendments is engrossed.

If amendments are adopted, the bill is reprinted in
its engrossed form for passage.

©

Third Reading: The next day, the engrossed bill
title appears in the House of Delegates calendar
on third reading. The bill is read by title by the
Clerk. By a recorded vote, the bill is passed by
the House of Delegates.

Communication: When passed, the bill is sent
to the Senate either by the Clerk of the House of
Delegates in a communication or by a Delegate
in person, informing the Senate that the bill has
passed the House of Delegates and requesting
the concurrence of the Senate.

&

Inthe Senate: The bill goes through substantially
the same procedure as it did in the House of
Delegates.

The bill is read by title a first time, then the
bill is referred to a Standing Committee,
considered and reported by the Standing
Committee, read a second time and a third time
before passage by a constitutional majority.
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If there are differences between the House
of Delegates and Senate, a Committee of
Conference is created to resolve them.
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After the bill has been passed by both houses
of the General Assembly, it is printed as an
enrolled bill, and examined and signed by the
presiding officer of each house.
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The bill is sent to the Governor for approval,
where the Governor may 1) sign the bill into law;
2) amend the bill and return it to the General
Assembly for approval; 3) veto the bill and return
it to the General Assembly, where the House of
Delegates and the Senate may override the veto

by a two-thirds vote of both houses; or, 4) take
no action and the bill becomes law without the
Governor's signature.
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After being signed by the Governor, the bill
is sent to the Clerk of the House of Delegates
(Keeper of the Rolls of the Commonwealth)
and is assigned a Chapter number. All Chapters
of a Session are compiled and bound as the Acts

of Assembly.

Bills enacted at a Regular Session (or the
Reconvened Session which follows) are effective
the 1* day of July following adjournment
of the Regular Session, unless another

date is specified.

Bills enacted at a Special Session (or
Reconvened Session) are effective the 1% day
of the fourth month following the adjournment
of the Special Session, unless another date is

specified.

The General Appropriations Act is usually
effective July 1% and Emergency Acts become
effective when signed by the Governor.




@ How a Bill Becomes a Law in Virginia
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Hundred:s of bills enter the legislative process
each time the Virginia General Assembly meets.
As a Representative Demoaracy, two groups of
elected ditizens - 40 Senators and 100 Delegates
- study, discuss and vote on bills, and by doing so

act for the people of Virginia.
e Bills that become laws during

the Regular Session, which is 30
days in odd years and 60 days
in even years, take effect on
July 1st.




Knowing the Process

How does a Bill Become a Law in the United States?




HOW DOES A BlILL. 4 BECOME A LAW ‘







What is an issue that IS
|mportant to us right now In
BPRQO?

The SNAP allotment for the Elderly!!



SNAP Income Limits Chart

HH/AU Size Gross Income 200%  Gross Income 130% Net Income 100% Utility Standard Standard Deduction

Effective 10/01/23 Effective 10/01/23 Effective 10/01/23 Effective 10/01/23 Effective 10/01/23
$2,430 $1,580 $1,215 Number of Persons Utility Standard HH Size Standard Deduction
$3,287 $2,137 $1,644 1-3 $414 1-3 $198
$4,143 $2,694 $2,072 4 or more $524 4 $208

$5,000 $3,250 $2,500 lene Standard 5 $244
$5,857 $3,807 $2,929 Effective 10/01/23 6 or more $279
$6,713 $4,364 $3,357 $52 Homeless Standard: $179.66

7 $7,570 $4,921 $3,785 Medical Standard: $200 Earned Income: 20% of countable
8 $8,427 $5,478 $4,214 Maximum Shelter: $672

tae Unlimited shelter allowance for households with a member who is 60 years of age
Additional HH members or older or disabled, as defined in Definitions.

Each additonal member: $857 $557 $429 Day Care Provider Expense
Resource Limit | Effective 10/01/23

$2,750: If household does not have a member who is 60 years of age or older or one who is disabled, as defined Breakfést $1.65 |
in Definitions. Lunch,suppersa.u
$4,250: At least one member who is 60 years of age or older or one who is disabled, as defined in Definitions. == c/ 5k

Resource limits do not apply to categorically eligible PA households and BBCE households per Part 1.G.3
$4,250 Reporting requirement for gambling/lottery winnings.




Most Elderly households receiving Social Security
are only eligible for 23 SNAP allotment.



