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TOPIC:		      DISCUSSION:
	Location:
	· The meeting was held at the Henrico DSS building located at 8600 Dixon Powers Drive. 

	In Attendance
	· BPRO members from Henrico, Hanover and Chesterfield DSS were among those in attendance.

	Benefits Programs Appreciation Celebration
	
· The meeting began with a statement of appreciation for the dedication and hard work of the benefit staff in ensuring timely benefits and being there for those in need.

	Discussion with Faye Owhin, AD for Henrico
	· Mrs. Owhin, Assistant Director for Henrico was in attendance and offered valuable feedback and input on the Legislative process. Mrs. Owhin is a former BPRO Legislative Committee Chair and a past President of the BPRO organization and her experience in both roles continue to be very informative and inspirational.  

	Financial Services Review
	· Rick Waugh, Henrico Human Services Supervisor, gave a brief overview of the topics discussed at the February 16 Financial Services Meeting that impacted legislation.
· The highlights of the information shared by Ms. Janice Holmes were presented to include that during open enrollment, CPU received over 30,000 applications thus creating a backlog.  
· Ms. Holmes suggested that questions be sent to Carolyn Harlow, our BPRO representative who attends Communication workshop meetings.

	BP VLSSE Bill List 2018
	· Each attendee was given a copy of the most current VLSSE Bill List for 2018 which included the Leagues’ positions. ( Attachment included) 

	Medicaid Expansion
	· There was a discussion on Medicaid expansion which has passed in the House.  The discussion centered on what was known as of 2/28.  As with any new legislation, there were a lot of unknowns however, work requirement component similar to that SNAP is being discussed.  
· The impact to local agencies and staff were discussed.
· Will the State provide additional funding for staff? Are we looking at self-sufficiency workers versus benefit workers? Will there be a resources test? Will Medicaid expansion affect Plan first recipients more than others?  Will there still be covered groups? (These were some of the questions posed.)  


	Next Meeting
	· The group is finalizing a date in May to have Mr. Pickral to come speak  on the protocol for visiting your legislators at the General Assembly to include what we, as BPRO members and Agency employees, can and can’t say when meeting our representatives.
· 5/23 in the afternoon from 2- 4 or 5/24 in the morning or afternoon have been noted as tentative dates.  (We are awaiting a response from Mr. Pickral.)
· Hanover is checking for room availability for the 23th or the 24th. 

	Meet Your Legislator 
	· Minnie will get with Cathy Pemberton or the League President to find out when that group will be meeting in January 2019 at the General Assembly so that the BPRO Legislative Committee members can coordinate that date to meet with “their” legislators.



